Snapshot of 1940

Taken from:

The Marlborough Times and Wilts, Berks & Hants County Paper

(also incorporated Andover Times)

Gifts received during the year included;

Jam, dripping, bedrest, magazines, comics, apples, vegetables, beer (from the Mayor), sugar, dressing gowns, Christmas cards, bandages, jigsaw puzzles, children’s woollies, baby gowns and bibs, children’s books, bed socks, pyjamas, belling heaters, a butter pat machine, trolley, mending, meat for soup, scrap book, suet, baby food, grammar phone and records, bath towels, sugar, rhubarb, rice, semolina, beetroot, potatoes, puzzles, seeds, artichokes, old silver and metal, watercress, babies nightdresses, mugs for the children’s ward, lettuce, radishes, gooseberries, marble slab, mint, cabbage, peas, jam, medicine bottles, redcurrants, broccoli, beans, raspberries, an ice chest, apple jelly, in July vegetables came in from 30 different people, lead piping, lavender (for lavender bags), children’s’ feeders, bookrest, earphones, hot water bottle covers, walking sticks, spinach, carrots, plums, mushrooms, champagne opener, babies cot, in August fruit and veg from 26 people, bread cutter, bolster, mattress covers, sweet peas, chair, marmalade, biscuits, stamps, milk of magnesia, brass and copper, tin foil was mentioned as given every week.

Pound Day 

Collingbourne Ducis – 80 lbs provisions & 12 eggs and potatoes

Ogbourne St Andrew – 12 lbs provisions & 12 eggs and seed potatoes

Froxfield – 4 shillings

Marlborough £3..0s..6d

A large consignment of bags for Lavender Day

Adverts appeared for items urgently needed;

Children’s’ night clothes

Men’s’ pyjamas and nightshirts

Baby gowns

Medical Appliances

Apples

January 5th
In patients 86

Medical Officer for the week commencing Saturday Jan 6th – Dr Wheeler, Sec-Account Mr G V Mathews.

Received with thanks; Platform for the Christmas Concert lent by Messrs T Frees & Sons

Books – Mr & Mrs Davis

Pickled Pork – Messrs Searle & Bernard

Garments – Mrs F Hatter

Pheasants – Sir Earnest and Lady Wills

Toys – Mrs Watts

Apples – Miss Kate Hope

Baby garment doll – Mrs Watts

Magazines – Mr Trench

Vegetables -  Upham House

Dolls and children’s’ chairs etc – Mrs Jack Redman

Dripping – Mr Siney

Magazines & Apples – Miss Hutchins

Apples and Groceries – Mrs Blackman

Tin foil – from 31 individuals

In our account of the Christmas festivities at the hospital we omitted to state that “Father Christmas” impersonated by Mr Hicks paid us a visit on Christmas Day and gave the children their presents. 

January 12th 

Once again the Mayor has come to the aid of local dancers and has arranged with the various authorities and the YMCA for the use of the Town Hall on the evening of January 17th when he has arranged a popular dance in aid of Savernake Hospital.  The coming of war has made a vast difference to the income of the hospital owing to the closing down of practically all local efforts and it is hoped that the public, by attending the dance, or purchasing tickets, will enable the mayor to hand over a goodly sum to the hospital Authorities. 

January 19th
Pewsey and District Hospital Effort

Allocations from last year’s collections

Savernake hospital receives £125

“Wonderful” achievement “Under” Adverse Circumstances

Extracts:

Despite the outbreak of the war, those connected with Pewsey and District Hospital’s effort have every reason to be gratified, by the excellence of their labours and the generosity showed by the public, with the assistance given by all the helpers, which is gratefully appreciated. 

The balance of money raised in 1939 totalled £180..11s..11d – this included donations from Pewsey Vale Bowling Club, Pewsey Vale Nursing Association, Pewsey Parish, Milton Nursing Association, Burbage Nursing Assoc, Pewsey NFU, Pewsey Vale Medical & Surgical Aid Assoc. The committee decided the allocation of £125 be made to Savernake Hospital.  

Marlborough

The very cold weather and the blackout regulations were no doubt largely responsible for the fact that the dance at the Town Hall on Wednesday night in aid of Savernake Hospital was not very well attended but those present much enjoyed the programme. The music was supplied by Len Winslow and his New Sylvians’ Dance Band.  Mr L Glennister was MC, among those present was the Mayor and Mayoress, Col A F Hillier and Miss Hillier.

Tin Foil for Savernake Hospital

Miss I G Jeans Sec for tinfoil collections writes:

Owing to the probable increase in the price of tinfoil the consignment which was ready to be forwarded to the metal merchants was withheld.  Our expectation has been fulfilled and we may look forward to further rises in prices.  Will all collectors please forward their collections and make every effort to save all that is possible. 

Miss Hutchins, Cub Mistress, has kindly promised to help in the collection of foil, by allowing the Cubs to call at all licensed Houses and Hotels in Marlborough with a cart to pick up the collection of lead tops from bottles.  If there are others who would like their collections called for will they please notify Miss Hutchins, Tinytots, High Street.

Articles to be collected include; silver paper plain and coloured from chocolate, cigarettes and oranges, lead, paper from tea chests, cheeses etc

Also lead tops, pipes, toothpaste tubes etc, copper and brass, aluminium kettles, saucepans, shaving soap boxes, tops of milk bottles – the latter should be strung together. Old silver, any object however small would be most welcome and should be sent directly to the Secretary to be dealt with separately.

March 1st
Eggs for Savernake

Easter is approaching and I understand that throughout the Hungerford District there will be the customary collection of eggs for Savernake Hospital. They have always been a welcome gift there is little doubt that they will be more than ever valued.  It is customary in many of the villages for the collections to be made at special services in the churches.  Mr TW Alexander of Hungerford who organizes the collection expresses the hope that the good work of previous years will be maintained.  Any information needed he will gladly impart to any people interested.

March 8th
Pound Day in Marlborough

The Council Chamber, Town Hall, will be open from 11am to 6pm on Saturday march 16th for the reception of gifts in connection with Pound Day for Savernake Hospital.  Any contributions for the Store Room, however small, will be very welcome and donors are asked to kindly mark on the outside of parcels the name and quantity of contents.

In another section of the paper it was asked that Bovril, tea, bacon and cocoa were specially mentioned as being required.  While in the place of sugar – that could not be spared at present – they appealed for sugar substitutes.  Other things mentioned were; cleaning materials, soap, jam, treacle, biscuits, dried fruits, bottled fruits, peas and pea flour, custard powder, cheese, eggs, flour, sago and rice, potatoes and all vegetable very urgently required.  The organisers hoped for a generous response.

March 16th
Savernake Hospital Chaplain

To the Editor:

Dear Sir

Owing to the difficulties of travelling and to the fact that it is desirable that the Chaplain should be available at all times at short notice, the Rev F A Phillips of Little Bedwyn has relinquished the post of Chaplain to the hospital and the duties are being undertaken by Canon J Jones.  The committee desires to express its thanks to Mr Phillips for his unselfish work carried out for more than a year in spite of considerable difficulties.  

Yours faithfully

G V Mathews – Secretary-Accountant

Those Easter and (Hospital) Eggs

Extract:
Mr TW Alexander of Hungerford has had charge of this ever since it started about 1925.  The idea first emanating from Miss Jeans who then resided at Milton.  The average number collected each year has been round about 5000.  In 1933 it was over 6000.  The collection in the first instance was intended for those places which comprise the hospital Hungerford area, though it is open to anyone to make a contribution.  

There was then a report of the problems with early Easter resulting in less eggs as hens had not started to lay, along with the further complication of it being wartime.

Later reports went on to mention the total collection of eggs by Wednesday (March 29th edition) was 1,894.  Eggs were selling at that time for between 1s..2d to 1s..81/2 d per dozen.   A list was provided of all the contributors and it is worth looking in the 1940 paper to read the astonishing results.

April 12th
Correspondence

Savernake Hospital Linen Guild
Dear Sir

The committee of the Linen Guild is arranging a Jumble Sale in aid of its funds at St Peters School by kind permission of Canon Jones and Mr Barcham on Saturday 27th April at 2.30pm. 

I would be very grateful if any of your readers have Jumble to spare would they either

1) Leave it with Miss Trehearne

2) Bring it to the school between 4pm and 6pm on Friday April 26th
3) Send me a postcard so that I can arrange t have it fetched on Friday 26th April

We shall be most grateful for jumble of any kind

Yours faithfully

S T Mathews  

Hon Sec

April 19th 

Lavender Day for Savernake Hospital

To the Editor

Dear Sir

For the past two years Miss Hutchins and myself have held a Lavender Day for the hospital with the very gratifying result of nearly £30 last year.  Owing to the war I have notified the hospital authorities that I will be unable to organise Lavender Day this year.  Funds are so urgently needed for the hospital that Mrs Mathews, President of the WI has very kindly offered to take over lavender Day and run it in connection with the WI,  we hope on an even larger scale than before.  Will all kind friends who have helped so splendidly in the past make an even greater effort this year?  Every offer of help will be greatly appreciated

Yours faithfully

Ida Jeans

Granham House

Tin Foil for Savernake Hospital

Urgent need

Prices High
Recently a consignment of tin foil weighing 8cwt 2qtrs 5lbs was sent to the metal merchants.  A cheque for £14..10..6d has been gratefully received. The organisers will be every grateful if still more tinfoil can be collected to help the hospital.

Prices of tin foil had rocketed from 14s per cwt. to 34s per cwt.

May 3rd.

Generous gifts for Savernake Hospital

Results of the Village Pound Day

The Kintbury Pound Day gave an impressive 12s..6d in cash, 451 lbs of groceries, 42 eggs, 3 bushels of apples, 60 oranges, 36 bananas and a quantity of potatoes.

May 10th 

Good work reported at meeting

Striving to make it a “friendlier place” 

War’s effect on subscriptions

Extracts:

The voluntary gifts amounted to almost exactly the same sum as last year.  Before the outbreak of war carnivals and special efforts had been held in Aldbourne, Chiseldon and Pewsey and a substantial sum had been collected by a variety of efforts in Marlborough under the auspices of the Helping Hand Committee but the carnivals in Hungerford and Ramsbury could not be held.  In 1938 some £1,300 was raised by these means and the committee views with deep concern the substantial depletion in income which will result from their cessation during hostilities.  This year the situation was saved by the magnificent success of the Littlecote Fete organised by Lady Wills which resulted in the sum of £1,123..16s..1d being paid to the Hospital.  The committee has often had occasion to be grateful to Sir Earnest and Lady Wills for their kind and generous interest which they take in the hospital but never has this produced more substantial and gratifying results than in the present instance as great difficulties lie ahead.  

Since with war taxation, the cessation of carnivals and a lowered receipt from the Contributory Scheme, owing to the calling up of a large number of scheme members, income will almost certainly decrease unless some other source can be found.  At the outbreak of war the hospital has been inspected by an official of the Ministry of Health who decided in the event of war, room could be found for 28 additional beds by placing existing beds closer together in certain wards and by utilising the corridor to the neighbouring Nurses Home as an emergency ward.  These additional beds and the necessary bedding and equipment have been supplied by the Ministry.

On Sept 2nd instructions were received to send all possible cases back to their homes and in future only to admit serious cases.  The following day 21 patients were evacuated leaving 64 still in hospital.  A fortnight later these instructions were withdrawn on the understanding that should the situation require it a new evacuation should take place, the arrangements having been made with the Nursing Associations in our area to care for those patients who have to be evacuated before they have completely recovered.  The hospital has been scheduled as one, primarily for the treatment of civilian air raid casualties from our own town and possibly from Swindon and also for the treatment of service casualties and the treatment of accident cases which cannot safely be taken to a Military Hospital.  

The Ministry of Health has under this WAR EMERGENCY SCHEME made payment for beds occupied by service casualties but it is understood that this sum is an interim payment subject to adjustment either way.  The darkening of all the windows in the hospital and Nurses’ Home was a considerable undertaking and the committee is deeply grateful to the college masters and others who assisted and to those ladies who so kindly made and put up curtains and thus saved the hospital much expense.

The last report, mention was made of the fact Mr W A Posnett had kindly offered to present a Steam Laundry to the hospital.  This was completed during the year and is now in full running order.  The thanks of this committee are due to Mr Posnett for his most generous gift, Mr and Mrs Ford of the college laundry gave invaluable help in training staff and giving general advice in the operation of the machinery.  It is proposed to convert the old laundry into mattress, bedding and other store rooms which are badly needed.  This necessary work is estimated to cost about £160 but the committee feels it is essential to having it done as there is no adequate store accommodation at the hospital.

The advantage of having our hospital recognised as a Training School affiliated to one of the larger teaching hospitals was mentioned in the last report and it was pointed out that this necessitated the installation of certain ward and classroom equipment estimated to cost £350.  A most generous donation of £200 towards this cost has been received from Mrs Davenport, given in memory of the late Major Davenport and the work has been put in hand.  The extensive boiler repairs forshadowed in the last report have been completed and have resulted in a satisfactory economy and fuel consumption.

Thanks to the generosity of the Farmer Trustees in granting a donation of £50 per year for five years for redecorations, the Children’s’ Ward and certain of the Private Wards have been redecorated and the Entrance Hall and Main Corridor will be painted this year.  In the Spring, Captain A L C Fuller kindly opened his garden at Furze Coppice for two days in aid of our funds, £41 being taken in gate money and for viewing the aquarium.  

The Private Ward League was inaugurated on July 1st and there are now 52 members. In spite of full details appearing in press reports of the hospital committee meetings and an advertisement it appears that the existence of the League is not widely known.  All present members therefore are invited to mention it to their friends.  

Since the outbreak of war it has been impossible to continue the vegetable collection scheme.  The committee has rented a plot of land of almost ¾ of an acre near the hospital for the purpose of growing as many veg etables as possible.

The committee desires to welcome Dr G Fildes late of St Thomas’s Hospital as Hon Radiologist and Dr T K Maurice as a member of the Hon Medical Staff.  Dr J B Maurice is now serving as a Medical Officer in the Royal Air Force. 

With thanks to Mr A J Bull for sweeping the hospital chimneys.

Total Receipts £15,874..16s..6d and Total Expenditure £13,143..8s..0d.  

The wages bill amounted to £4,112..16s..5d.

Chairman’s Report

In 1938 the committee finished with a small sum of surplus.  Last year this was largely thanks to the success of the Fete and Littlecote, in wiping off the overdraft at the bank.  It was particularly unfortunate that just when emerging from the money difficulties they should be plunged into this most dreadful war, the cost of nearly everything they had to buy had risen and was likely to rise more.  People are being urged to subscribe to war charities and buy Savings Certificates and Defence bonds.  The Chairman hoped they would do so but before they signed these cheques might he ask them to make sure that their usual subscriptions to Savernake Hospital had been paid.

Whit Monday Dance

The British Legion Marlborough Dance are holding a dance in the Town Hall on Monday next, May 13th, proceeds to be divided between Savernake hospital and the British Legion.  

Hospital Thanks Football Club

A cheque for £8..9s has been sent to Savernake Hospital being a grant from the profits of the football Club Dance held on Easter Monday.

Tin Foil for Savernake Hospital and Appeal for Sacks

Sacks are badly needed in which to pack the tin foil, writes Miss I G Jeans.  She thanks Messrs Elwyn and Edward Newman who have for the past 6 years undertaken the packing of the tin foil and forwarding the consignment to the metal merchants.  35 sacks were sent in the last consignment and each had to be sewn up and labelled before putting on the Railway.  Since the collection was started in 1926 we have received the sum of £157..9s..3d.  We have been through some lean years but now the price is steadily rising and it has almost reached 40s per cwt.  

She also appealed for copper lead brass aluminium etc. and asked that tin foil should be strung together and Silver must be sent directly to the Hon Sec.

May 24th 

Correspondence to The Editor

Dear Sir

Owing to the structural alterations resulting for the conversion of the old laundry into storage rooms, it will at last be possible to provide the hospital maids with a really large sitting room.  For this, comfortable chairs and couches are needed.  If any kind Friends have such furniture to spare the committee will be most grateful if they would present it.

Yours faithfully

G V Mathews

Sec-Accountant

There was a sad report of an Inquest into the death of the licensee of the Bell & Shoulder Inn, Kingsbury Street who died at Savernake Hospital from a self inflicted wound.  He had been due to see a TB Officer but according to Dr R Wheeler who talked to him prior to his death from a throat wound, he had carried the act out on the impulse of the moment. Mr William Harry Baydon Smith was only aged 39 years.

June 14th
Correspondence to The Editor

Dear Sir

At the outbreak of war, Savernake Hospital was instructed to send to their homes all patients who are not seriously ill and many friends offered the services of their cars for this.  It is probably that we shall be instructed to carry out a similar evacuation at short notice in the near future and the committee would be most grateful if those willing to help with the transport would send me their names, telephone numbers and the seating capacity of their cars.  In view of the petrol restrictions I am endeavouring to arrange for an extra allowance of petrol for this purpose

Yours faithfully

G V Mathews

Sec-Accountant

Fell Through Window

Soldier’s Death at Marlborough

What was described as an unfortunate case was enquired into by the Wiltshire Coroner Mr Harold Dale at Savernake Hospital on Friday night when an inquest was held concerning the death of Charles Edward Thomas aged 33, a Sergeant, Cook-Instructor of the RASC whose home was 18 Picket St Balham.  

Staff Sgt Phillips of the RASC stated that he and the deceased had occupied the same bedroom at the Green Dragon Inn Marlborough, Thomas got into bed about 10.15pm on the previous Wednesday.  He (the witness) was in bed shortly before said “Goodnight Tom” and went to sleep almost immediately.  He could not say when the deceased went to sleep but he knew Thomas must be tired as he was a very hard and energetic worker and he had had a long day.  

During the night he heard a disturbance but attributed that to the rats and he did not take much notice of it.  He was awakened by a light on the ceiling, he went to the window and saw someone holding a light.  He asked him to turn off the light.  He then discovered the person was a Police Sergeant.  When he got up out of bed the window was open.  Thomas was missing from the room.  

Dr W V Maurice said Thomas had a cut on the right side of his forehead and above the eyebrow, he also had a cut over his left hip giving the impression that he had fallen on one side and then rolled over.  The deceased had a fracture of the base of the skull.  He died of internal cranium haemorrhage following g the injury.  

CQMS of the RASC said when he got up to the bedroom on the Wednesday both Staff Sgt Phillips and the deceased were asleep.  Before he got into bed he pulled back the curtain and opened the window.  Sgt Viner said that shortly before one o’clock on Thursday morning he found the deceased dressed in a pyjama suit and unlaced army boots lying immediately outside the Green Dragon.  He had Thomas removed in an Ambulance.  He (the Sgt.) went to the bedroom and found the window was open to the extent of about 18inches.  

immediately below the window was a projecting roof.  The projection was 3’ 6” from the side of the house and there were two slates that had recently been smashed.  The distance from the roof to the ground was 10 feet.  There was no doubt that the deceased was perfectly sober.  The Coroner said it was an unfortunate case, the deceased when he was half asleep probably thought he was back in his old billet where he slept on the ground floor. Thomas was, he understood, a thin man and he could easily have slipped through the window.  He recorded a verdict that death was due to internal cranium haemorrhage following the fracturing of the skull caused by an accidental fall.

June 28th 

Correspondence 

Thanks are due to the boys of Cotton House for cultivating an allotment and kitchen garden to provide vegetables for the benefit of the patients of Savernake Hospital.  Thanks are also due to Marlborough Boy Scouts under the direction of Dr W B Maurice for moving several tons of firewood to make room for additional stocks of fuel.

July 5th 

Rose Day Results
We are informed about £120 was realised from the Alexander rose Day Collection in Marlborough and District.

Thanks are due to Mr W T Andrews for organising a most successful competition for gifts of pewter and old cans for our funds.
July 12th
Hospital Market Stall

Preshute Women’s Institute appeal for gifts of produce or goods for a market stall in aid of Savernake hospital.  These may be handed to any Institute member or taken to the stall in the High St on Saturday July 20th 

July 19th 

Lavender Day

Correspondence
Dear Sir

For many years Miss Jeans has kindly organised a Lavender Day for funds in aid of Savernake Hospital.  This year she is too busy to undertake the work and Cadley WI is hoping to do it under her direction.  Lavender is flowering early this year so may we ask all of our readers to remember the needs of the hospital and save their lavender for us?  Both Miss Trehearne and Miss Hutchins (Tinytots) will gladly receive it in any state but if possible it should be well dried and stripped.  If left damp, particularly shut up in a box, it goes mouldy.  The Institute would also be very grateful for help in making up bags.  Suitcase covers or any other articles in which lavender can be used.  

Yours faithfully

Sybil I Mathews

President Cadley WI

July 26th
The Produce Stall in the High Street on Saturday promoted and managed by the members of Cadley WI realised £8..11s..5d which went to Savernake Hospital.

August 2nd 

Sad report of the death of a Mother in Savernake Hospital, who gave birth to twin girls, one of whom died.  This was the second set of twins in the family. The family name was Dobie. She left a widower and nine children and the report of the attendees at her funeral and the wreathes left is extensive.

August 9th 

The Private Ward League Continues to Grow

Slanderous Gossip of Certain “Quizzlings”

Satisfactory Working of the New Laundry 

Extracts from report:

The new laundry has now been operating for 6 months and with the exception of the ironing machine was working satisfactorily.  The ironing machine was giving some trouble which could be traced to faulty erection of the machine.  It had also become necessary for the hospital to install a skirt press and a large airing cupboard at the cost of £60.  The old laundry rooms had been converted in store rooms for beds and mattresses, a new kitchen store and a new Dispensary and the cost of £160, but additional accommodation in the form of a shed or outhouse was still urgently required for wheelchairs and perambulators when not in use.  Ward sterilisers have been donated and installed.  They were required in order that the hospital could be passed as an affiliated Training School for Nurses.  A Sister Tutor had been appointed, lectures to the staff are now being held regularly and the committee proposes to approach one of the large teaching hospitals with a view to affiliation.  

Membership of the Private Ward League was growing, though slowly, and there were now 69 members representing with their families 126 persons.  The existence of the League was still unknown to many residents who are eligible for membership in spite of several reports and letters in the local press.

In order to protect the patients in wards at risk of injury from flying glass splinters in the event of bombs dropping in the vicinity, the windows have been treated with anti-shatter paint.  This unfortunately would have to be renewed from time to time since like other forms of glass protection it deteriorates in bright sunlight.  

The Ministry of Health has recently asked the committee to endeavour to obtain auxiliary hospital accommodation to which convalescent patients could be sent with the object of reserving the hospital itself for the most serious cases.  Mr Odo Cross had very kindly offered the use of his house Tidcombe Manor, the matter was being further considered.

On the advice of the Authorities, large supplies of fuel had been ordered with a view to building up stocks for the winter and the suppliers had kindly granted extended terms of payment.

A number of lectures on bombs, war gases and their effects and on fire fighting had been given by Mr R E Hall Assistant ARP Controller of Marlborough and the committee are most grateful to him for his very useful instruction.  The committee also desired to thank local residents who had volunteered to act as stretcher bearers in the event of casualties being brought by ambulance.

A large ice cupboard for keeping food fresh and a theatre trolley had been purchased by Miss Jeans out of the lavender and Tin Foil Funds.  The committee wishes to record grateful thanks to Mrs R P Mundy for organising Alexander Rose Day Collection which was particularly successful this year realising over £109.  We also desire to thank the organisers and workers for Pound Day in Easter Week, the proceeds of which have been the greatest help to the hospital catering.  Grateful thanks also to the boys of Cotton House for cultivating vegetables in view of present prices, this was one of the most useful ways of helping and the committee appeal to others with gardens and allotments to help in a similar manner.

Chairman’s Remarks

Extracts:

The ironing machine had defied the efforts of the local experts to put it right, it might be that they would have to call in a specialist firm from Yorkshire from which it was bought.  

The Private Ward League continues to grow, though not as fast as they would wish.  This might be partly due to the slanderous gossip of certain quizzlings who had spread a report that the scheme was unsound and liable to collapse.  That he could assure them was quite untrue, he was confident that the League stood on a secure foundation and as long as Savernake existed the benefits promised would be forthcoming.

September 

As usual Marlborough and surrounding villages sent vast quantities of produce from their Harvest Festivals.

October 18th
Lavender Day 

The total raised was £62..19s..2d

November 1st
Correspondence

Dear Sir

May I through the medium of your paper ask if any housewives in the neighbourhood have large table cloths they would be kind enough to give us for the use of the Nurses’ Home?  We need 8 tablecloths, 2 yards by 1½ yards and 6, 2yd by 2½ yards wide. If people who used to use tablecloths and now use mats would spare us one cloth from their linen cupboard, we should soon collect the required number

Yours faithfully

S I Mathews

Hon Sec Linen Guild 

Researched by Janet Louth and Gill Wallis
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