7 Kennet Place Marlborough Wilts SN8 1NG
tel: 01672 511913    mobile:  07833 361334 

 valcompton@tiscali.co.uk
July 30th 2009

Dear Supporters

It is with a heavy heart I write this letter.  You will know by now, we lost our legal battle to save the Day Hospital and MIU at Savernake Hospital when the Judge decided the PCT decisions were not unlawful.  However, we can take comfort from some of the Judge’s comments and how impressed he was with the community support. He recognised how galling it must have been to see newly built or refurbished departments closed so soon after opening. 

The awarding of the Protective Costs Order (PCO) has changed law and is a huge step forward for other campaigners, who are already quoting Compton v Wiltshire PCT.  This was entirely thanks to our lawyers.  

Following representations from my lawyers, who once again went to the High Court to argue my case last Wednesday, the Judge halved my costs to £10,000 despite the PCT lawyers seeking the maximum amount.  Public interest was again recognised.

I would now like to do two things.  Firstly, I need to raise £10,000 to pay my costs.  This will hopefully be funded by those who have pledged money and by others who have offered to contribute.  Secondly, I would like to give tangible recognition and an expression of gratitude for the huge and impressive amount of work that the lawyers have done for us all, over the last two years.  Not only have they acted pro bono  (for free), but also minus a solicitor, which added a considerable amount to the workload.  

I do not want their efforts to slip by unrecognised and many supporters have asked how we can thank them. Their free work is done through the Bar Pro Bono Unit, a charity through which altruistic lawyers gift their time. The expectation is, I believe, a couple of days work a year.   We attempted to add up the days of full time work committed to this legal battle and stopped when the figure reached a rather alarming 180 days.  That is the magnitude of the lawyers’ gift to our community.

I would therefore like to put something back into the Pro Bono system, in recognition of our lawyers’ amazing work. I would like to enable other campaigners to benefit and other lawyers to be encouraged to take up causes such as ours.  

I suggest this as a way forward:  With the agreement of the Friends of Savernake Hospital, (whose bank account will be used), I ask that you send a cheque, which will be put into a ring fenced fund to be used primarily to pay the £10,000 costs.  There is a time limit, so as soon as possible would be appreciated!

Any funds in excess of £10,000 will be put, with your permission, toward a Bar Pro Bono Unit (BPBU) fund. We will ask the lawyers, to advise us on how best to assist or recognise such work. There will also be some events over the coming year to raise further funds to show our appreciation of the lawyers.

If you would like to contribute, please enclose the following information (this can be put on the back of your cheque):

1. Your address 

2. State donation is for Legal Costs & BPBU Fund

3. If you are a UK tax payer   (so we can then Gift Aid)

Cheque made payable to: Friends of Savernake Hospital and the Community
Send to:

Mrs Kate Way
Treasurer Friends of Savernake 
Field Cottage
Bottlesford 

Pewsey 

Wilts  SN9 6LU
With very grateful thanks for this as well as the fantastic support over the past two years and really touching support following the Judgment.  My house is full of cards, flowers and gifts, my phones and email inbox brimming over with messages.  Thank you for picking me up and setting me back on my feet  - to fight another day!

With warmest wishes

Val Compton

